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cept, and that you will fervently observe all the com-
mands, strictly adhering9 to all the rules of your profession,
you will ever be in a prosperous condition. It is required
that you should behave respectfully towards your superiors,
yielding due obedience to their injunctions. Beware of
passions, and particularly of concupiscence, lest you should
ever be brought under their tyrannical yoke. Love retreat
and solitude; endeavour to observe your regulations, as
well as all the ordinances and ceremonies of the law. Let
it be a pleasure to you to receive kindly good religious
who may come to your monasteries, and converse with
them. Avoid carefully to take pleasure in what you do
or say, or pride yourselves in the number of your attend-
ants. Shun bad company; apply yourselves diligently .to
acquire knowledge and wisdom; meditate on the great
truths, mutability, pain, and unreality. As long as you
observe those important points and adhere to them, you
shall prosper and be ever respected by all. Moreover, you
will be thereby enabled to avoid all that which is base and
unbecoming in your sacred calling."

When the instruction was over, Buddha called Ananda
and bade him inform the Eahans to hold themselves ready
for going to Ampaladaka.

Whilst staying in a dzeat or bungalow, Thariputra ap-
proached Buddha, and having paid him his respects, said
to him, " 0 most illustrious Buddha, there is no one that
surpasses, or that is even equal to you in the knowledge
of the law. There has never been, nor will ever be, a being
that can be compared to you. This is what elicits my
admiration towards and love for your person." Buddha
replied, " You are not mistaken, Thariputra; blessed are
they who, like you, know the value and the science of a
Buddha." Desiring to try the wisdom of his great disciple,
he added, " Beloved son, how do you know that no one can
be compared to me, and that my knowledge of the law is
unrivalled ? " Thariputra answered, "I have not the know-
ledge of the present, nor of the past and future, but I